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This booklet consists of the addresses delivered at the opening of the new
laboratory for biochemical research at McLean Hospital. Cecil K. Drinker re-
views the history of research at McLean Hospital. Jordi Foich surveys biochemical
research in psychiatry with emphasis on his own contributions to the chemical
constitution of the brain. The record of reasearch at the Psychiatric Service of the
Massachusetts General Hospital is presented by Stanley Cobb. Herbert Spencer
Gasser, in an article called "Protocol for a Review of Psychiatry," stresses the
importance of the analysis of scientific language and of adherence to the
principle of operationalism. The book is concluded by articles by Wilder
Penfield on "Psychical Seizures" and by Edward Adam Strecker on the "Psycho-
biology of Psychiatric Research." The paper by Jordi Folch is highly informa-
tive; Gasser's article is a stimulating and important contribution which
psychiatrists are urged to read. -F. C. REDLICH
PARAVERTEBRAL BLOCK.By Felix Mandl. Grune & Stratton, New
York, 1947. xvii + 330 pp. $6.50.
In this book is reviewed the procedure of paravertebral anesthesia of the
sympathetic nervous system. The discussion is based upon the author's personal
experiences and a review of the literature. The author himself was one of the
first to employ sympathetic anesthesia and has made personal observations con-
cerning its usefulness over a period of 25 years. The r6le of sympathetic
anesthesia in patients to relieve visceral pain is discussed, as well as its usefulness
in various disorders of the extremities. Practitioners should find this volume of
value and those who are particularly interested in the sympathetic nervous system
will find helpful the the fairly complete bibliography which is included. As
with any controversial subject, one may find small matters concerning which
he will not be in complete agreement with the author. He will, however, be
in general agreement with the author's presentation of the widening field of
usefulness of sympathetic anesthesia in the study and treatment of various
disorders and with the author's frank discussion of the limitations of this
procedure in the treatment of certain difficulties. -HARRIS B. SHUMACKER.
A TEXT-BOOK OF BACTERIOLOGY. By R. W. Fairbrother. Grune
& Stratton, New York, 1948. viii + 480 pp. $6.
While Dr. Fairbrother and his publishers have produced a very readable
and attractive text it may be felt that in restricting the size of the book much
material that is really essential for the medical student of to-day has been omitted
or is discussed all too briefly. With ten pages allowed for the consideration of
hypersensitivity, half a page for tularemia, five pages for the rickettsial diseases,
and twenty-seven pages for all of the virus diseases the student can gain only the
minimum of information about these subjects. In a book published at this time,
too, it seems unfortunate to tell the reader that antibodies have never been
obtained in pure form, for example, or that measles and mumps are only
"probably" of virus etiology. And is it fair to him to say that the allergic state
in tuberculosis is an expression of immunity? In spite of these criticisms it